
ANOTHER YEAR OF ACTION - LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary has a positive profile in the community and our fundraising activities were 
again well supported and very enjoyable. In addition to holding  our regular favourites and supporting 

other community events, we took  on the organisation of the Christmas 
Charity Mail and became involved with the Pirate Festival.  Our events 
programme raised £23,349 to help support local and international causes. I 
was particularly pleased that the club got more involved with projects for 
young  people, including  successful Young Musician and Young Chef 
competitions, and the Young Citizen award at The Swanage School. 

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary has maintained its existing  membership and 
attracted seven new members who formed an “e-group”, a new initiative for 
the club. The group’s first involvement was the delivery of the Pirate Festival 
in partnership with the Pier Trust. 

Links with local businesses and supporters are an important part of the club’s remit and we enjoyed  
increased involvement from Business Partners and Friends this year, for which we are very grateful.

At the start of my presidency, I built on and proposed a number of changes to some of the ways in 
which the club operates, on the basis that an organisation must embrace change to survive and 
prosper. Two of these included a new website and reducing the number of regular meetings by using 
modern methods of communication, the primary aims of which were to give existing  members more 
time to work on community projects, retain existing members and attract new ones. 

My chosen charities were Marie Curie (Dorset)  and Coastwatch (Peveril Point, Swanage). I thank you 
all for your efforts to raise money; a splendid 
total  of £4,127 was presented to Marie Curie 
and £650 proceeds from the Wishing  Well to 
Coastwatch.

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary is a thriving  and 
energetic club - you will see this from reading 
through the annual report.  I was proud to be 
its President for the year, which seemed to pass 
very quickly! Special thanks to Rotarians and 
our supporters in the local community – you 
are all stars!

John Thraves, President 2016-17
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WORKING IN THE SWANAGE & PURBECK COMMUNITY

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary has led and co-ordinated many successful community events. The club 
again successfully ran its annual Summer Fête and with the wholehearted support of the community 
and holidaymakers we refilled our funds by £5,145 to support our upcoming projects. 

Silver Sunday, organised in partnership with 
Emmanuel Church, Swanage Senior Forum and 
Inner Wheel, attracted 100 older people for tea 
and entertainment.

Santa’s Sleigh again visited the town during  the 
first two weeks of December and caused great 
excitement for children and adults alike! 
Donations collected raised £2,935 for various 
local charities and projects. We also organised 
the successful Swanage Christmas Market, well 
supported by the local community and 
providing  hard evidence of partnership working 
between the club and the community, which 

raised £1,232. Proceeds from the market support the festive lights as well as the needs of local young 
people. The Christmas Post service raised £1,199 for Rotary-supported charities.

Over 300 invitations were sent to local residents who would otherwise have been alone at Christmas 
to enjoy the annual Christmas Breakfast on Christmas morning and 36 people attended.

The Late Spring  Bank Holiday weekend at the end of May brought out the competitive spirit in both 
locals and holidaymakers at the annual Duck Race. Almost 1,000 plastic ducks took part and the 
event achieved a surplus of over £430 for Médécins Sans Frontières and School in a Bag.

Youth activities have once again proved to be a major focus of attention for the club :

• Swanage & Purbeck Rotary has maintained links with the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. The 
club agreed a grant of £500 for equipment that will help  local youngsters achieve their Bronze, 
Silver and Gold awards.

• Several Rotarians have worked successfully with The Swanage School to support an after-school 
cookery club  to improve students’ cooking skills. A Bake-Off Competition took place at the end-of-
year school fete.

• A Rotarian worked alongside The Swanage School and entered teams in the Foundation and 
Intermediate sections of the Technology Tournament Competition held by Poole Rotary clubs. 
Cobham Engineering sponsored the event. Two students from the Foundation level won their event.

• The Rotary Young  Musician Competition is well received and supported by students and parents. 
The talent this year was outstanding  and included performances on a wide range of instruments and 
solo singing. Lydia Bennett won the event 
and went forward to the Rotary District 
competition. Swanage & Purbeck Rotary 
donated £500 to Purbeck Instrument 
Hire, an organisation set up to provide 
musical instruments to help youngsters 
improve their musical ability. 

• Kids Out continues to be supported by 
Swanage & Purbeck Rotary. All the 
youngsters from Purbeck View School 
were again taken for a day out, this year at 
a new venue ‘Adventure Playground’, and 
had a marvellous time. 



ACTION IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS

Rotary International is a global organisation active in 200 countries around the world. The Rotary 
Foundation, Rotary International’s registered charity, is one of the largest in the world. Its biggest 
international project is the elimination of polio. The project started in 1979 and Rotary International 
now partners the World Health Organization (WHO), US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation now 
supports and matches the funds raised by Rotary. Due to massive help on the ground by Rotarians in 
India and Nigeria, these countries have now been declared polio-free. Only two endemic countries 
remain - Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Rotary International also supports humanitarian projects throughout the world, involving members of 
Rotary Clubs in the areas affected to ensure that funds are used as intended; most of this work is 
carried out through The Rotary Foundation. Swanage & Purbeck Rotary’s support for The Rotary 
Foundation priorities were two-fold; to make our annual donation of $100 per member to the fund 
and to contribute £1300 to the Polio Eradication Appeal. Just two drops of vaccine are sufficient for a 
healthy child, but many require repeat treatment. We have successfully achieved our goals

Natural disasters are unfortunately becoming  a 
regular occurrence and ShelterBox, a Rotary-
supported charity, continues to receive our support 
to provide temporary shelter, water-filtration and 
cooking equipment. The Grenfell Tower disaster in 
London, however, focussed everyone’s minds on 
matters closer to home and the people of Swanage 
were amazingly supportive towards this. A street 
collection organised by Rotary soon after the fire, 
helped by the town band organising  an evening 
concert and combining proceeds collected by 
them, raised £2,000 towards replacing  facilities lost 
in the tower and helping  the London Fire Fighters 
Charity support fireman affected by the disaster.

Rotary Clubs in our area decorate and fill Shoeboxes to send to children in deprived areas of Europe. 
26,000 boxes, including  260 from Swanage and Purbeck, were collected and sent this year, thanks to 
our Friends, supporters and local businesses. There were many happy children who all say a big  thank 
you.

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary continues financial support for long-established charities that provide 
inexpensive support in Africa and poor areas of India, including School in a Bag  and, of course, 
Shelter Box.

SWANAGE & PURBECK ROTARY DEVELOPMENTS IN 2016 -2017

The club has an active membership who enjoy its activities and fellowship, and welcomes potential 
new members who may wish to join us. A Membership and Marketing  Plan  that includes a 1⁄2 page 
feature in the Purbeck Gazette, a website and greater interaction with the local community on social 
media, promotes what the club does. We have a variety of Speaker meetings - some speakers from 
charities that we may choose to support - and Fellowship events, and we encourage visitors, Friends 
and Business Partners to join us at these events. Fellowship and fun is part of the backbone of 
Swanage & Purbeck Rotary. We have also enjoyed visits to various local places of interest.

We are indebted to the support of our Business Partners and Friends who play a valuable role in the 
life of our organisation. We welcome their active interest in the club and attendance at events and 
meetings when possible. 2016/17 saw a further growth in the number of Business Partners; their 



support enables us to better promote the things that we do and help raise more funds for our 
charitable work. The public donations that we receive are spent, without deductions, on our club 
projects; the cost of fundraising  and administering  our charitable fund is met by the members with the 
support of our Business Partners. Swanage & Purbeck Rotary’s membership now comprises 37 men 
and women from a variety of backgrounds, both working  and retired. There is always something  that 
a member can gain from being  part of our world-wide organisation. Collaboration with other local 
groups results in successful fundraising events for all the organisations who work well together.

LOOKING AHEAD

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary has a strong ethos of friendship  and fellowship when raising  money for 
local and international good causes. Priorities for the forthcoming  year include the aspiration to retain 
existing  membership and to continue to increase our 
numbers and to further develop closer working 
relationships with our increasing  number of Business 
Partners and Friends. The Vision of the club’s President 
for 2017/18, Ro Clark, is to continue to provide 
opportunities for members to get more involved with 
the local community’s existing range of community 
events in addition to those that it leads, and to make 
Swanage & Purbeck Rotary more accessible, fun and 
attractive to potential new members.

The club’s website has undergone a radical refresh, 
providing  the club with the opportunity to continue to 
raise its profile and provide up-to-date information 
about the club’s activities. It is our ‘shop window’ and 
must make a striking first impression to visitors to make them want to find out more, at the same time 
providing  clear information to club members. There is a new Swanage Rotary Facebook group  and 
accompanying  Swanage Rotary Facebook account and, for the first time, a Swanage Rotary Twitter 
Account. These are all ways in which the club can reach out to all sections of the local community, 
keeping  them informed as well as encouraging  them to participate and join in with our wide variety 
of activities and perhaps even consider becoming members!

Ro’s main chosen charity for the year is Admiral Nurses, donations to whom will include the 
proceeds from the Wishing  Well on Swanage seafront. Many other charities will also benefit from our 
fundraising activities as in previous years.

The club hopes that you will come and experience some of its activities – you will be very welcome.

To find out more about being a Member, Business Partner or Friend of Swanage & Purbeck Rotary 
please visit www.swanagerotary.org

Swanage & Purbeck Rotary thanks its Business Partners and Friends for their invaluable support :

http://www.swanagerotary.org
http://www.swanagerotary.org

